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Charles Bronson stars as “Luke 
Welsh,” gunfighter and bounty 
hunter in Twentieth Century 
Fox’s Regalscope production of 
“Showdown at Boot Hill,’ which 
opens ALUN Raa. ee 
Theatre. Mat 1-A 


THE STORY 


(Not for Publication) 


Deputy Marshal Luke Welsh 
(Charles Bronson), a man _ob- 
sessed by his small stature, rides 
into Mound City on the trail of 
an outlaw, Con Maynor (Thomas 
B. Henry). Luke finds his man 
and kills him, revealing himself 
to be a deadly gunfighter. 

Con’s friends prevent him 
from collecting the bounty 
money on the dead man by re- 
fusing to identify the body. The 
town is stirred into enmity and 
two of Con’s friends try to prod 
the dead man’s brother into 
taking revenge on Luke. 

Meanwhile, Luke becomes 
friendly with Sally (Fintan 
Meyler), the unhappy daughter 
of Jill (Carole Mathews), the 
local dance hall queen. 

Con’s brother draws on Luke 
but is crippled and patched up 
by the cynical Doc Weber (John 
Carradine). Later Jill’s mother 
is killed when she tries to save 
Luke from a mob, 

At last, Luke resolves the 
incident so that he can leave the 
town with its honor intact and 
make a new life with Sally. 


Sa re David Dockendorf, 

Harry M. Leonard 
Property Master. William, Sittell 
Wardrobe Clard Ross 
Maketpo 2 .tcc.. John Chambers 
Hair StyHst «ss Eve Newing 
Music Editor Harry Eisen 
Transportation. Joseph Padovich 


(John Carradine) 


John Carradine, famous film 
veteran of innumerable hits, 
plays the key role of Doc Weber 
in “Showdown at Boot Hill,” a 
Twentieth Century-Fox Regal- 
scope ‘production which stars 
Charles Bronson and opens ... 
at the..... Theatre. 


Carradine’s list of credits 
would fill an entire page and in- 
cludes such all-time hits as “Les 
Miserables,” “Mary of Scot- 
land” and “Jesse James.” He 
co-stars with Robert Hutton and 
Carole Mathews in the Gene 
Fowler, Jr., directed western 
action drama which tells of a 
deadly gunfighter who finds love 
and a new life in the first de- 
feat of his career. 


Born in New York City, Car- 
radine has been in pictures since 
the early 1930’s and is one of the 
best known all-around character 
actors of Hollywood. His ap- 
pearance as the cynical “Doc 
Weber” who patches up warring 
gunfighters in “Showdown at 
Boot Hill,” which was produced 
by Harold E. Knox, marks a new 
high for this popular film vet- 
eran. 
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Charles Bronson, as “Luke Welsh,” deadly gunfighter and deputy 
sheriff turned bounty hunter, confronts a hunted killer in this 
tense scene from Twentieth Century-Fox’s Regalscope production 
of “Showdown at Boot Hill,” which opens ........ at THe: isie cis 
Theatre. Robert Hutton, John Carradine and Carole Mathews are 
co-starred and Fintan Meyler, beautiful Irish actress, is Leda 
at 2- 


(Fintan Meyler) 


Fintan Meyler, a lass as Irish as “a bit o’ the true on St. Pat- 
rick’s Day,” makes her feature debut in “Showdown at Boot Hill,” 
a Twentieth Century-Fox Regalscope production starring Charles 
Bronson which opens at the Theatre. Fintan 
plays the beautiful but lonely daughter of a dance hall queen. 

A native of Wexford, where she comes from a very old family 
that has virtually lived in the same place for hundreds of years, 
Fintan was one of seven children. Like another Irish beauty, 
Maureen O’Hara, she attended the Dominican Convent in Dublin 
until she was 15 years old, never daring to tell her family of her 
dreams of an acting career. 

At last, a family friend, Irish playwright Donagh MacDonough, 
encouraged her in her acting aspirations. Later, she visited America 
and decided to stay on, studying and acting in every small part she 
could get. It was while she was working at the famous “Summer 
House” stock company in Santa Fe that novelist Julia Seton dis- 
covered her. With Miss Seaton’s help she received an audition and 
was told to do two things: let her hair grow and lose her Irish 
accent. 

After a long period of training, she returned to Hollywood and 
was given a small part in another Regalscope production which 
led Producer Harold E. Knox to decide on using Fintan for the femi- 
nine lead in his “Showdown at Boot Hill.” 

As “Sally” in the western drama, directed by Gene Fowler, Jr., 
she turns in a sensitive performance as one of two people who are 
forced into violence as the only way to a new life. 


(Advance) 


“Showdown at Boot Hill,” a Twentieth Century-Fox 
Regalscope release starring Charles Bronson which opens 


(Gene Fowler) 


Gene Fowler, Jr., director of 
Twentieth Century-Fox’s Regal- 
scope production of “Showdown 
at Boot Hill,” which stars 
Charles Bronson and is current- 
ly at the .423= Theatre, grew 
up surrounded by Hollywood’s 
most famous people. His father 
is a noted novelist. 


(Short Advance) 


“Showdown at Boot Hill,” 
Twentieth Century-Fox’s Regal- 
scope production which stars 
Charles Bronson, will open . 
Auber. 5: Theatre. The west- 
ern action drama also stars Rob- 
ert Hutton, John Carradine and 
Carole Mathews. Irish beauty 
Fintan Meyler is introduced. 


EXPLOITATION: 
@ IRISH BEAUTY CONTEST 


Fintan Meyler, lovely Irish actress featured in "Showdown at Boot Hill," 
is a natural peg upon which you can base an "Irish Beauty Contest." 
Have your local newspaper use the still and feature story on Fintan in- 
cluded in this campaign sheet to stir interest in this rising young player. 
Then, arrange with the newspaper for contest publicity and tie-in with 
local merchants for merchandise to be awarded as prizes. Reciprocate 
by placing credit signs around stage and in lobby during contest period. 
Hold the contest on your stage on an appropriate evening or on the 
weekend with the audience acting as the judges. Print up inexpensive 
sheets to be posted in youth hang-outs, schools, YWCA's and shops 
throughout your town. Limit entrance in the contest to girls of Irish 
descent and gain additional support by contacting the Hibernian Society's 
local chapter. If your playdate comes before or around St. Patrick's 
Day, there are many such "Irish"’ events you can tie-in with. 


e GUN DISPLAYS 


@ QUICK DRAW CONTEST 


One of the nation's fastest growing shooting fads is the craze for western 
style handguns. All of the major manufacturers, plus some specialist con- 
cerns, produce these ''single-action" guns. See if there isn't a western 
handgun group in your town and set up a fast draw contest with un- 
loaded revolvers on the stage of your theatre to publicize your playdate. 
Most "'single six'’ fans are also red hot western fans and with just a 
little bit of activity on your part, you can corral a whole new audience 
group for "Showdown at Boot Hill." Arrange meetings with gun group; 
through your local gun dealer, chapter of the American Rifle Association 
or Handgun Shooters of America. As prizes for the fastest timed draw, 
offer merchandise or passes to theatre. Have association officers act as 
judges and safety officers for your contest which should also be prime 
feature acticle copy for local newspapers. 


@ OFF-BEAT WESTERN WRITE-IN CONTEST 


"Showdown at Boot Hill" falls into the quality off-beat western class along 


(Charles Bronson) 


Charles Bronson, who comes 
to the screen in his first star- 
ring role in Twentieth Century- 
Fox’s Regalscope production of 
“Showdown at Boot Hill,” is a 
man who can, to use a theatre 
phrase, “play both sides of the 
street.” 

That is, with his granite, rug- 
ged features and gentle, win- 
ning manner, he is great for 
both leads and character roles. 

And there is nothing phoney 
about Bronson’s rough and ready 
appearance. He hails from the 
Lithuanian coal mine regions of 
Pennsylvania and has worked in 
the mines and, during the war, 
was a B-29 tail gunner seeing 
fierce action. 

In the film, which opens ..... 
at the Theatre, Bronson 
plays the mild-mannered Luke 
Welsh, deadly fast gunman and 
legal bounty hunter. A man ob- 
sessed by his lack of stature, 
Welsh turns his talents only to 
bounty hunting until he meets a 
lovely, lonely girl who teaches 
him the true meaning of life. 

He was chosen to star in the 
off-beat role by Producer Har- 
old E. Knox, who had seen him 
in other difficult parts. 

Bronson’s co-stars are Robert 
Hutten, John Carradine —and 
Carole Mathews. Fintan Meyler, 
a lovely new Irish star, is intro- 
duced as the girl, “Sally.” 

Bronson’s first acting breaks 
came via TV and he appeared in 
many top national shows, such 
as “Have Gun, Will Travel,” 
“Studio 57” and “Alfred Hitch- 
cock Presents.” His film credits 
include “You’re in the Navy 
Now,” “Jubal,” “Miss Sadie 
Thompson” and “Drumbeat.” 

He has also appeared in many 
western dramas in feature roles 
where his rugged good looks 
made him a natural choice. 

In “Showdown at Boot Hill” 
he plays the tough, bitter little 
man whose guns make him big 
until he learns that real bigness 
has nothing to do with size—it 
comes from within. 
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at:-ther ao eo! Theatre, 
is the story of a deadly gunman 
who is obsessed by his small 
size to the extent of becoming a 
bounty hunter—a man on the 
right side of the law but hated 
by everyone. The film features 
several masterful gunfight 
scenes and promises to be one 
of the most taut, action-packed 
westerns to appear on the screen 
since “High Noon.” 

Co-starring Robert Hutton, 
John Carradine and Carole 
Mathews, the film introduces the 
new and highly talented Irish 
actress Fintan Meyler in the 
role of the shy and withdrawn 
frontier girl, “Sally.” Produced 
by Harold E. Knox and directed 
by Gene Fowler, Jr., the film 
features an exciting new song 
by Marilyn and Joe Hooven, 
“Don’t Ever Pretend at Love.” 

The story concerns Deputy 
Sheriff Luke Welsh, played by 
Bronson, a _ professional gun- 
fighter and bounty hunter who 
trails a man to a small western 
town, kills him and then finds 
the entire community turned 
against him. Finding only one 
friend, a lovely young girl, he 
finally brings the situation to 
the boiling point and then per- 
forms an act of bravery which 
vindicates himself in the eyes 
of the town and the woman he 
now loves. 

Charles Bronson, who has ap- 
peared in many top flight west- 
erns in feature roles, plays his 
first starring role. He will be 
familiar to many from his nu- 
merous TV appearances on ma- 
jor network shows. Fintan Mey- 
ler is new to American audiences 
and in this, her second film, she 
plays a featured role. 

Stars Hutton, Carradine and 
Miss Mathews are well known 
from their many film credits. 

The story is by Louis Vittes, 
well-known Hollywood script- 
writer, and Director Fowler is 
the son of famous writer, Gene 
Fowler, Sr. 

“Showdown at Boot Hill” is 
the kind of western which should 
appeal to all who like an action 
story that is fast paced and 
well acted. 
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Tie-in with your local sporting goods or gun shop for a two-way display 
—in-store window for 'Showdown,' and lobby card displays featuring 
store name. Since the main action of the film concerns a gunfighter, have 
merchant set up window of popular western style handguns using stills 
from this campaign sheet and ad blow-ups. 


with films like "High Noon" or "Shane." So, promote a write-in contest 

through your local newspaper, school or youth clubs to obtain the best 

letter on "Why | Like Unusual Westerns." Offer passes to the theatre 
as prizes and have local newspaper run picture and story of contest 
winner and the runners up. 


Fintan Meyler, lovely Irish actress making her debut in the feature 
role of “Sally,” pleads with Charles Bronson, who stars as “Luke 
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Scanned from the collections of the 
Wisconsin Center for Film and Theater Research, 
with support from Matthew and Natalie Bernstein. 


for Film and Theater Research 


http://wcftr.commarts.wisc.edu 
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